The Multihulls World match is an open forum, a space for freedom of opinion, open to players in
leisure sailing on more than one hull.
For this match, we wanted to know if, in the framework of a long term voyage aboard a boat,
it is best to choose an in-mast furling mainsail, or a more traditional main with a roach or a square
top... A real question when talking about a shorthanded voyage! To answer it, we have brought
to%ethﬁr the opinions of two long-term cruisers, regular readers of the magazine: Jean Francois

and John.
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igned to be handled by two people for
world sailing - and we decided that electric in-
mast reefing with a vertically battened mainsail
was the right way to go. More than a million sea
miles later our delighted owners would agree!
When as a company we entered the multihull
market we thought long and hard about the rig
we wanted.
Designed for two people to go cruising:
We decided that in-mast electric reefing with a
vertically battened mainsail was again the right
path to follow with the catamaran. For us and
most of our owners who sail just two up, it is
vital to be able to handle the boat with just one
person — and for that person never to have to
leave the safety of the cockpit — particularly at
night.
Ease of handling and safety : Most of our
owners hope to be doing a lot of trade wind sai-
ling! The problem with conventional slab reefing
(or in-boom reefing) is that in order to put in a
reef it is often necessary to come more or less
head to wind. This means coming around across
the seas, suddenly increasing apparent wind
speed - and certainly disturbing the off watch
crew! The crew will almost certainly be needed
to come and help. With the in-mast reefing one
person can easily decrease or increase the size of
the mainsail without any effort or fuss — whilst
maintaining whatever course they are on.
Vertical Battens : Having a vertically battened
mainsail helps add some roach to the sail and
give a good shape. It also helps to flatten the
sail as you reef.
But what about the loss of a big roach? To
ensure the right size mainsail we increased the

Q t Discovery Yachts, we originally speciali-

60 years. He started the charter company Sunsail in 1975. In 1980 he sailed
[ on to do some short-handed racing in 60ft catamarar
litferent monohulls and catamarans. In 1998 he an
oduce the perfect boats for a couple to go world cruising.
Based in Southampton, England, they now produce four sizes of monohulls from 48 to 67 feet
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mast height and boom length - but almost more
importantly we designed a boat that can keep
the boom low (no upper helm position etc), so
we have the mainsail area the boat needs,
Probably in very light winds, a flat top main with
a big roach will perform slightly better. But in
our experience, when the winds get light, most
people will start an engine to get to an ancho-
rage or catch the tide.

Always having the right size sail : 40 years
ago, when headsail roller reefing first came in,
purists said “Ah, but you won't get such a good
sail shape!” This is true, but what cruisers
quickly realised was that with headsail roller ree-
fing you can always have the right sized sail. It's
easy to know when your boat needs to be reefed
- you get on and do it. The problem comes when
you have gone back to a warm bunk, and you
hear the wind has dropped and you ask yourself
“do | want to go forward and change head-
sails?”. If it is easy just to pull out a bit more
sail...you will do it. The same is absolutely true
of in-mast reefing for the mainsail. Because it is
so easy to have exactly the right size sail out,
that's what you do! We also considered that for
most of our owners sailing in the trade winds,
they were likely to have 15-20 knots of true
wind. In these conditions you might already have
had to reef a large flat topped mainsail, so there
is no advantage to the conventional sail.

With in-mast reefing...what if it jams? In tens
of thousands of miles of sailing with in-mast ree-
fing we have only ever had two jams - and both
were through our own stupidity. We had moved
a topping lift forward to the mast, not tightened
it enough, and then rolled it into the mast! No
problem. ..we just unrolled it, freed the line and
continued to roll the <ail Manv <ailore have
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done the same with a spinnaker halyard in the
headsail! We find that always keeping a little air
pressure in the sail, or back pressure on the
outhaul ensures a really neat roll and no pro-
blems. Looking at what you are doing...always
helps!

What other advantages/disadvantages are
there? One of the best is not having to haul a
heavy mainsail aloft. This can be a heavy load for
a light crew. It's also great not having to leave
the cockpit to do anything with the main. You
don't even have to put the mainsail cover on!
But the critics will say that with in-mast reefing
there will be more weight in the mast section.
This is true, but it is surprisingly little. If you
really want to reduce weight aloft, it may be
worth considering PBO or carbon rigging. When
we first launched the Discovery 50 catamaran,
we thought people might criticise our decision to
have in-mast reefing. In
reality the opposite was
true. We have now sailed
these boats tens of thou-
sands of miles, and where-
ver we go, other cat
owners have come up to
us and said “This is the
most sensible multihull rig
we have seen”. These days
| personally want safety
and ease of handling. If |
always sailed with a crew
of 4, and certainly if | were
racing, | might go for a
conventional rig. For
short-handed sailing |
would always go for elec-
tric in-mast reefing




