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TRADITIONAL MAINSAIL
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quite a hurry to carry out the operation, lea-
ving my aperitif on the saloon table — when |
came back, not a drop had spilt; | could almost
boast about having succeeded in this maneu-
ver, if it wasn't so easy! Cheers! Through lazi-
ness, | have nevertheless tried the so-called
‘automatic’ reefing system, with just one line
for the tack and the clew. It works in the
anchorage, but is not so good at seal As
always, leisure sailing has one eye on the
racing world, and soon there will be rigid sails,
but hoisting and reefing present problems
which are still unsolvable. Progress in the
field of sailcloths {on Casa Mariss it's an
almost indestructible Hydranet Radial), profile
support, and fittings has allowed target
speeds to rise in a spectacular manner. |
increased Casa Mariss's top speed by over 1
knot on all points of sailing with this type of
sail! Over 24 hours, that represents 30 miles
and an additional safety margin for getting
ahead of any heavy weather. If you leave for
the day, it leaves you with time to find a good
anchorage and start cooking the sausages on
the barbecue without getting in anyone’s way,
as you will be there before all the others! For
me, a mainsail without a square head is like a
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